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Love, Heal & Restore

Keeping Pets Safe in Oklahoma Tornado Season:
Before, During, and After

Violent winds, sudden temperature drops, and the overall chaos of a tornado can easily
cause animals to panic. Without a proper plan in place, pets may hide, escape, or
become injured by flying debris. As a pet owner, it's important to anticipate these risks
and prepare ahead of time to keep your pet safe before, during, and after a tornado
while reducing fear and confusion.

Fortunately, with the right preparation and calm, quick action, you can significantly lower
the risks when severe weather strikes unexpectedly.
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How to Keep Pets Safe Before a Tornado

1. Have a Pet Emergency Kit Ready
Just like a go-bag for humans, preparing a pet emergency kit in advance ensures you
won’t waste valuable time searching for essentials once a storm warning is issued.

Your kit should include:

Food and water

Leashes, harnesses, or secure carriers

Copies of vaccination records and medical information
Any required medications

If space allows, you can also include comfort items such as toys, blankets, or bedding to
help soothe anxious pets.

Most importantly, store the kit near your own emergency supplies so everything is easy
to grab when needed.

2. Choose a Safe Shelter Area
Next, identify a safe place in your home where both you and your pets can take shelter.
Ideally, this should be a basement. However, if you don’t have one, an interior room
without windows—such as a bathroom or closet—can also work.

Make sure the space is large enough to comfortably fit your pets and their carriers so
everyone can stay together during the storm.

3. Ensure Proper Identification
In an emergency, there’s always a chance you could get separated from your pet. For
this reason, make sure your pet wears a secure collar with updated ID tags and is
microchipped with current contact information. Proper identification greatly increases
the chances of being reunited if you're separated.

4. Practice Emergency Routines
Practicing emergency routines ahead of time helps pets become familiar with the safe

space and reduces anxiety when it matters most. Try practicing gathering your pets and
essential supplies in under five minutes, so you’re ready to act quickly.
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How to Keep Pets Safe During a Tornado

1. Bring Pets Indoors Immediately
As soon as a tornado watch or warning is issued, bring all pets inside. This helps
protect them from flying debris and other outdoor hazards that can cause serious
injuries.

2. Secure Pets with Carriers or Leashes
To prevent pets from running off in fear, place small animals in carriers and keep larger
pets on leashes or harnesses. This not only keeps them safe but also allows you to
maintain control in a stressful situation.

3. Stay Calm and Provide Reassurance
Pets are highly sensitive to their owners’ emotions. Therefore, staying calm and
speaking softly can help keep them relaxed. If possible, stay close to your pets and offer
reassurance throughout the storm.

4. Never Leave Pets Behind
If you need to evacuate, always bring your pets with you. Leaving animals tied up
outside or alone in another part of the house can put their lives in serious danger.
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How to Keep Pets Safe After a Tornado

1. Check for Inmediate Dangers
Once the storm has passed, keep your pets restrained until you've inspected and
cleared the area. Look out for broken glass, fallen debris, exposed nails, and downed
power lines, as these can all pose serious risks to curious pets.

2. Watch for Behavioral Changes

Tornadoes can be extremely stressful and even traumatic for animals. As a result, some
pets may act fearful, withdrawn, or disoriented afterward. Give them time to adjust, and
contact a veterinarian if you notice injuries or unusual behavior.

3. Update Your Pet’s Routine Gradually
Finally, returning to normal routines can help pets feel safe and secure again.
Consistent feeding times, walks, and play sessions can ease post-storm anxiety—and a
special treat for being brave doesn’t hurt either.
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Final Thoughts: Preparation Really Is Key

Keeping pets safe during tornado season requires preparation, awareness, and calm
decision-making. By planning ahead and knowing exactly what to do before, during, and
after a tornado, you reduce risks and protect your pets when it matters most.

Additionally, always remember to reach out to your local animal shelter or veterinary
clinic for guidance and support, as they can provide expert advice tailored to your pet’s
needs. Use this guide to further prepare and safeguard your pets.

Tornadoes may be unpredictable, but your response doesn’t have to be. With the right
steps, you can ensure every member of your family—both with and without fur—stays
safe and secure.



